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Abstract 



Continuously operated process for the purification by distillation of the methanol used as 
solvent in the synthesis of propylene oxide by reaction of a hydroperoxide with propylene, 
with the methoxypropanols, as azcotrope with water, and the low boilers and high boilers 
simultaneously being separated off, wherein the solvent mixture obtained in the synthesis is 
fractionated in a dividing wall column. 
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(STJ^^bstract: TKe invention relates to a method for the continuous pu- 
rification by^imillation of methanol, used as a solvent in the synthesis of 
propylene oxide by the reaction of a hydroperoxide with propylene, with 
the simultaneous isolation of the methoxy propanols as an azeotropic 
mixture with water, in addition to the low and high boilers. Said method 
is characterised in that the solvent mixture that accumulates during the 
synthesis is separated in a dividing wall column. 

(57) Zusammenfassung: Verfahren zur kontinuierlich belriebenen 
Rcindestillation des bei der Propylenoxidsynthesc durch Umsctzung 
eines Hydroperoxids mit Propylen als Losungsmittel verwendeten 
Methanols unter gleichzeitiger Abtrennung der Methoxypropanole 
als Azeotrop mit Wasser sowie der Leicht- und Schwersieder, 
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das bei der Synthese anfallende 
Losungsmittclgemisch in einer Trennwandkolonne aufgetrennt wird. 



